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again deserted. Although it is difficult to believe that one
of his culture and information could make such an exhibit
of himself, I am prepared to credit any folly of his. He has
clearly no principles, no integrity, and is unconscious how
contemptible he appears. Under Weed's teaching he has
destroyed himself.

The President informs me that Dennison has handed in
his resignation. His reasons are his adherence to the Re-
publican Party. He was president of the national conven-
tion which nominated Lincoln and Johnson, and has im-
bibed the impression that his character is involved, that
his party obligations are paramount to all other considera-
tions. He has been trained and disciplined. In due time he
will be a wise man.

July 13, Friday. The morning papers contain my letter
to Senator Doolittle in response to his inquiry conveying
my views of the Republican Convention, It is very explicit
and much complimented.

Seward read to the President and myself a letter which
he had written on the same subject. I told the President I
ought, perhaps, to apologize for not having read my letter
to him also, that I had thought of it, but concluded I ought
not to make him in any way responsible for my unofficial
acts. He said he would cheerfully assume the responsibility
of every sentiment of my letter, which he had twice read
and heartily approved.

July 15, Sunday, Senator Doolittle took breakfast with
me this morning. He is pleased that a cane on which there
had been great competition at the fair between him and
Senator Harris had been voted to him. The rivalry had
run the cane up to over $3000. I, of course, was glad he was
victor.

Doolittle says my letter was complimented by men of all
parties in the Senate and that Senators referred to my
reports and other writings in flattering terms. Blair says it